In May, I attended the annual meeting of the Council of Science Editors in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. As always, it was a good opportunity to listen to presentations and talk with other editors about the state of the art. In my message to readers for this issue, I thought I would share a few highlights of the conference and how they might relate to Public Health Reports (PHR).
The theme of the 2015 meeting was "Dynamic Variables: Solving the New Editing/Publishing Equations." This theme reflects the reality that the revolution in scientific publishing has not slowed down, and might even be accelerating. Journals are faced with, as the meeting's program stated, "new opportunities and challenges that transect our industry: new business models, continued growth in published output, an ever expanding global author base, pressure to contain costs, continued focus on ethics, and the looming horizon of big data." 1 I started the meeting by attending a short course on journal metrics. The topic was, essentially, how do you use different types of data to know the value of what you are publishing? One rising trend is the measurement of "alternative metrics" (or altmetrics) to judge journal impact, metrics that go beyond scientific citations to include such factors as Web page views, PDF downloads, and mentions in news media, blogs, and social media. Many private companies have rushed into this business and are eager to sell altmetric measurements to journals. For a journal such as PHR, the ultimate metric is the effect on public health practice, something that is even harder to measure. Still, I think altmetrics will be increasingly useful, and PHR plans to make use of them.
Presentations at the main conference addressed new tools that journals can use to curate and preserve the data that underlie journal articles (and that increasingly must be made public), changing models of peer review, problems of authorship, and new developments in publishing ethics, to name a few. All of these topics relate to the day-to-day operations of PHR, and we plan to delve into them more deeply in the next year.
One of the most interesting talks, "The Future of Thought," was given by science writer Clive Thompson. While some science writers have worried that the Internet is harming the ability of human beings to read and think, 2 Thompson takes the opposite view. 3 The Internet is actually helping us think better, he says, through new styles of intelligence. For example, the Internet has given humans the ability to "think publicly" on a massive scale through e-mails, texts, blogs, comments, and social media posts. This public thinking allows thousands of people working together online to solve complex problems much more quickly than any individual could. Examples of problems solved in this way range from uncovering the secrets of video games to helping scientists discover how protein molecules can be folded.
As always, in this issue of PHR, we bring you articles on many topics. If this issue has one theme, however, it is the health value of walking. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy gives his perspective on the importance of walking, particularly among older adults, by offering a thoughtful story about walking with his father. And in the Executive Perspective column, leaders from the federal Let's Move! initiative describe lessons learned from working with local elected officials to increase walking in local communities.
Among the other articles in this issue, a commentary suggests that emergency rooms are the best place to monitor the pulse of American health. Three case studies dissect the potentially severe human and financial costs of pertussis in infants, the danger of lead poisoning among fire assay workers, and how accreditation activities are progressing among Indiana's local health departments. Other articles cover the impact of federal requirements regarding fruit and vegetables in school lunches; measles vaccination; HIV-related stigma, progression, testing, and premature mortality; tuberculosis surveillance; the U.S. Food and Drug Administration's investigation of liver disease associated with ingesting a dietary supplement; and clustering of sexually oriented massage parlors. The topics of this issue's two Law and the Public's Health columns are public health laboratories and the Affordable Care Act, and respecting religious freedom and public health. And our From the Schools and Programs of Public Health column describes a model academic course in transdisciplinary research.
As always, if you have ideas or suggestions for PHR, please write to me at fshaw@cdc.gov.
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